A Book of Golden Deeds award is to be made tonight given in honor
of SHARING: donors who share their gift with others; members of this
Club who share love and affection for these who give: and, the awsrd
itself Is te be shared, for the (lrst time in our Book of Golden eede, by
twa whe shared in making their gift - exhibiting love for their adepled
home, and looking into s future:. Tonlght we honor a couple who together
have made probably the finest and largest single gift sver glven Elorence,
Alzbama=—cur own Kirk and Lilllan Deibort.

Thev remember when Kirk got out of the Army and came here to
prastice pathologe.  Thev bought farm land over 35 vears ago north of
town. Florence was a much smaller place then and that ares had a rural
atmasphere. 1 was also hard scrabble chert ground that could only Erow
visiong. and &t did. o Jume 1987 this 100 scres of now besutiful pasture
lapd, white fences, rolling hills and carsfully engineered ponds was given
to a new foundation, Delberi's Rolling Acres Farm Foundation, to keep this
land forever a beautiful gresn casis in lis maturdl state, Manv estimates
well over a million dollars were publicly made thes bs to the wvalie of the
pift  comsidering frantage on Cox Creek Parkwawv if commercialized and

developve with paved parking lots!?

The Deibert Foundatien = pledged o the people of Florence, and will
use its funds first for the beautdication and maintesance of the 100 acres,
and also for ether vecrealional purpescs in the Citv of Florence, Mavor
Frost said on accepling the gift "This i a tremendous statement {rom the
Beiberth on what they [eel abour their eity?, Jimmv Rav Stanfield, now
Parks and Hecreation Director, and raised up by our own Jim Spain,
stated publicly "This is the moslt gencrous gift ever given ta the citv.
Urually we get soame ditch that no ooe wants®. A Foundstien Board af
Directors will guide the use of this beactiful and green park that some day
will be In the center of urban development,

Active in the methodist church and particularty in its Camp Sumatongs
activities; and for wvears traiing voung people to know and appriciate
horses, thi couple continues 1o llve on the farm, continue 1o use it and
mprove all the grounds, and stable their horses. Hopefully some tvpe of
mging stablea con be combined with the citv interest bter. With the Belp
of conservation offickals, the site huy been nurtured and vew the Deibirt's
tagitlv-all the poople of the Gitv of Flarence— will share in its beauty and
benelit from thelr park, This great servwice and pift to the City is well
remombered by entering the names of Kirk R. Deitbert and Lillian Deibos
into the Exchange Club Book of Golden Deeds.



